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Yehuda Azoulay started and heads
the Sefardic Legacy Series, an institute
that preserves and promotes the rich
heritage of Sefardi Jewry. He grew up
in Toronto and learned in yeshiva in
Israel and in Lakewood, New Jersey.
Now he lives with his wife and children
in Toronto, where he teaches and does

historical* research.

What exactly is the Sephardic
Legacy Series and what is its
mission?

Our mission is to educate and inspire
Jews about Sefardi Jewry. I started by
putting out books.

How and why did you start the
Sephardic Legacy Series?

There are two reasons. The first was

that when I was in yeshiva in Israel, I
wanted to know more about my Sefardi
heritage. But I couldn’t find any books
about Sefardi rabbis. The second reason
was because of someone once told
me that you can count on one hand
the famous Sefardi rabbis in the last
century. This is not true. I wanted to do
something about this. I wanted to tell

people about our rich Sefardi heritage.

What has the Series done so far?

So far, I've published four books - the
two Legacy of Leaders books on Sefardi
rabbanim. I also put out biographies* of
the Ben Ish Chai and the Chida. We do
lots of research on Sefardi history. And
I do everything I can to promote Sefardi
heritage, both in the media* and with

events.

Note: The word »7790 in English can be written with an “t” or with “ph.”
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Why do you think there aren’t
many Jewish books in English
on Sefardi Jewry?

Until now, there has not been a great
demand. So there aren’t many books
on the subject. But now people want
the next generation to know about its

Sefardi heritage.

What’s coming up next?

A new book called The Sephardi
Journey. It’s about Sefardi Jewry’s role
in history. It’s coming out soon. I've
also been working for over ten years
on a biography of Maran Harav Ovadia
Yosef, zt”l. Because of his passing, I'm
putting out some of the biography now
inabook, The Legacy of Maran Chacham
Ovadia. Later, I will put out a much

bigger biography, Maran - The Life and
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