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acham Ovadia Yosef –� DUJXDEO\� WKH� PRVW� LQÀ�XHQWLDO�
rabbi of the modern era – ZDV� D� XQL¿�HU� RI� 6HSKDUGLF�
custom, dayan, noted posek, scholar, author of 53 books, 

SROLWLFDO�OHDGHU�RI�WKH�6KDV�SDUW\��HVWHHPHG�OHFWXUHU��&KLHI�5DEEL��DQG�
much more.

Affectionately referred to by many as Maran – or “our master” 
±� +DFKDP�2YDGLD�<RVHI� ZDV� D� PDQ� RI� H[WUDRUGLQDU\� VFKRODUVKLS�
ZKRVH� VLQJOH�KDQGHG� HQKDQFHPHQWV� WR� 6HSKDUGLF� FXOWXUH� DUH�
OHJHQGDU\��7KH����\HDU�ROG�%DJKGDG�ERUQ�LFRQ�GHSDUWHG�WKLV�ZRUOG�
a year ago, on the 3rd of Heshvan, October 7, 2013, leaving behind 
D�OHJDF\�RI�LQVSLUDWLRQ�DQG�JXLGDQFH�WKDW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�LPSDFW�XQWROG�
numbers of Jews.

His funeral is believed to have been the largest in modern history, 
ZLWK�DQ�HVWLPDWHG���������SDUWLFLSDQWV�DQG�DQRWKHU���������WKRXJKW�WR�
have been unable to squeeze in.
³,W� UHDOO\� UHÀ�HFWV� KRZ� PDQ\� SHRSOH� KH� LPSDFWHG�´� VD\V�<HKXGD�

Azoulay, author of the newly-released tome on the Torah giant.
7KH� ODWHVW� YROXPH� IURP� <HKXGD� $]RXOD\¶V� 6HSKDUGLF� /HJDF\�

6HULHV� ±� ZHLJKLQJ� LQ� DW� QHDUO\� ���� SDJHV� ±� WDNHV� WKH� UHDGHU� RQ� D�
fascinating journey through the work of one of history’s greatest 
7RUDK�SHUVRQDOLWLHV�

“Like Nothing I Have Seen”
Entitled Maran – The Life and Scholarship of Hacham Ovadia Yosef, 

WKH�GHWDLOHG�YROXPH�FXOOV�� IRU� WKH�¿�UVW� WLPH�� WKH�UHÀ�HFWLRQV�RI� UDEELV��
SROLWLFLDQV��HGXFDWRUV��IDPLO\�PHPEHUV��GLVFLSOHV��DQG�HYHQ�FULWLFV�RQ�
WKLV�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�¿�JXUH��
³:KHQ�,�DWWHQGHG�KLV�IDPRXV�6DWXUGD\�QLJKW�OHFWXUHV�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�

18 years old in yeshiva,” Azoulay writes, “…I was awed by the 
VHQVLWLYLW\��KXPRU�DQG�VFKRODUVKLS�RI�WKLV�JUHDW�PDQ�DW�WKDW�WLPH�«�,�
said to myself, ‘One day I want to write about him.’ Finally, it’s here.”

What he is most enthusiastic about is the “originality of the 
book and the research,” touting six years of toil, with some 80 
UHIHUHQFH� ERRNV� UHVHDUFKHG� VSHFL¿�FDOO\� IRU� WKH� SURMHFW�� LQFOXGLQJ� ���
+HEUHZ�ELRJUDSKLHV�

“We read everything: online, and even controversial,” says 
$]RXOD\��+H�UHODWHV�WKDW�KH�DQG�IHOORZ�UHVHDUFKHU�5DEEL�6KDL�&DEHVVD�
FRPEHG�WKURXJK�+DFKDP�2YDGLD�<RVHI¶V����SXEOLVKHG�ZRUNV�WR�EULQJ�
to light a myriad of information, anecdotes and rulings. The result is 
a monumental volume that adds invaluable background and insight 
into Hacham Ovadia Yosef’s life that would have otherwise never 
EHFRPH�SXEOLF�
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� ³<RX� FDQ� VHH� WKH� ZD\� KH� OLYHG�� KLV� OLIHVW\OHV�� SKLORVRSK\�� DQG�
HYHU\WKLQJ�´�$]RXOD\�VD\V��7KH�ERRN�LQFOXGHV�VLJQL¿FDQW�KLVWRULFDO�HYHQWV�
DQG�LQVSLUDWLRQDO�DFFRXQWV�RI�KLV�DQG�KLV�FROOHDJXHV¶�H[SHULHQFHV�
2QH�RI�+DFKDP�2YDGLD�<RVHI¶V�VRQV��5DEEL�0RVKH�<RVHI��KHDSHG�NXGRV�

RQ�WKH�ERRN��VD\LQJ��LW�³LV�OLNH�QRWKLQJ�,�KDYH�VHHQ�IRU�DQ\�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RQ�P\�
father’s life, in Hebrew or in any language.” 
$]RXOD\�KDG�WKH�SULYLOHJH�RI�IRUJLQJ�D�SHUVRQDO�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�+DFKDP�

2YDGLD� <RVHI�� D� ERQG� ZKLFK� SURYLGHG� WKH� LQVSLUDWLRQ� WR� SURGXFH� WKLV�
groundbreaking volume.
³,�ZDV� FORVH�ZLWK� KLP�� KDG� D� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK� KLP� WR� WKH� H[WHQW� WKH\�

asked me to translate some works from Hebrew to English. I followed his 
way of life and his halachah.”

While in Israel, Azoulay sat in on classes given by Hacham Ovadia 
<RVHI�LQ�WKH�<D]GLP�3HUVLDQ�6\QDJRJXH�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��³,�QHYHU�IRUJRW�WKRVH�
SURIRXQG�OHFWXUHV��VLPSO\�SUHVHQWHG��DQG�WKRVH�KRXUV�,�VSHQW�GULQNLQJ�LQ�KLV�
HYHU\�ZRUG��SODQWHG�WKH�VHHGV�WKDW�JUHZ�LQWR�WKLV�ERRN�´
2QH� RI�$]RXOD\¶V� PDQ\� LPSRUWDQW� GLVFRYHULHV� DV� KH� UHVHDUFKHG� WKH�

OLIH�RI�+DFKDP�2YDGLD�ZDV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�GHVSLWH�KLV����\HDUV�RI�SROLWLFDO�
LQYROYHPHQW�DV�IRXQGHU�DQG�OHDGHU�RI�WKH�6KDV�SDUW\�±�ZKLFK�LQ������ZRQ�
DQ�DVWRQLVKLQJ����VHDWV�LQ�WKH�.QHVVHW�±�KLV�PDLQ�JRDO�ZDVQ¶W�SROLWLFV��+LV�
SDVVLRQ�DQG�SRLQW�RI�IRFXV�ZDV�WKH�VWXG\�DQG�GLVVHPLQDWLRQ�RI�KDODFKDK��

 “He crosses the world within his halachic decisions,” says Azoulay. 
He writes in his book that Hacham Ovadia Yosef made it his life’s 
mission to turn the Shulhan Aruch LQWR� WKH� SULPDU\� DXWKRULW\� IRU� DOO�
6HSKDUGLF�-HZV�
³+H� ZDV� D� EUDYH� PDQ� DQG� ZHQW� XS� DJDLQVW� DOO� RGGV�� 3HRSOH� ZHUH�

DJDLQVW� KLP� IRU� SUDFWLFDOO\� HYHU\WKLQJ�� EXW� WKH\�ZHUH� SURYHQ�ZURQJ�´�
remarked Azoulay.

Among the lesser-known areas of the sage’s work documented in the book 
LV�KLV�VSHDUKHDGLQJ�WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�QXPHURXV�QHZ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�RI�OHDUQLQJ��
,Q�������KH�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�6WXG\�+DOO�IRU�5DEELV�DQG�5DEELQLFDO�-XGJHV��
ZKRVH�SXUSRVH�ZDV�WR�WUDLQ�PHQ�WR�OHDG�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�VHUYH�DV�MXGJHV��
ZLWK� DQ� HPSKDVLV� RQ� 6HSKDUGLF� WUDGLWLRQ�� ,Q� ������ KH� HVWDEOLVKHG�.ROOHO�
<HKDYHK�'D¶DW� WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�KLV�VRQ��+DFKDP�'DYLG��+H�RSHQHG�DQRWKHU�
LQVWLWXWLRQ����\HDUV�ODWHU�±�+D]RQ�2YDGLD�±�ZKLFK�LV�OHG�E\�KLV�VRQ��5DEEL�
<LW]KDN��ZKR�QRZ�VHUYHV�DV�6HSKDUGLF�&KLHI�5DEEL�RI�WKH�6WDWH�RI�,VUDHO�

The Meteoric Rise of a Rabbinic Sage
The book relates how already at the age of 10, Hacham Ovadia Yosef 

H[KLELWHG� GD]]OLQJ� SUR¿FLHQF\� LQ� 7DOPXG�� 2QFH�� DV� KH� DFFRPSDQLHG� KLV�
IDWKHU�RQ�D�EXVLQHVV�WULS�WR�%DJKGDG��\RXQJ�2YDGLD�<RVHI�VWRSSHG�E\�WKH�
SUHVWLJLRXV�,UDTL�\HVKLYDK�%HW�=LOND��ZKHUH�KH�VSRNH�ZLWK�WKH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�
GD]]OHG� WKHP� WKHP�E\� UHFLWLQJ� HQWLUH� SDVVDJHV� RI�7DOPXG� IURP�PHPRU\��
$QG�DOUHDG\�LQ�KLV�WHHQV��KH�ZDV�ZULWLQJ�DQG�SXEOLVKLQJ�7RUDK�HVVD\V�

In 1932, Hacham Ovadia Yosef enrolled in Porat Yosef, the only 
6HSKDUGLF� OHDUQLQJ� LQVWLWXWLRQ� LQ�-HUXVDOHP�DW� WKH� WLPH��ZKHUH�KH�TXLFNO\�
EHFDPH�D�WRS�VWXGHQW�

In 1947, at the age of just 27, Hacham Ovadia Yosef became the head 
RI� WKH�&DLUR�bet din and rosh yeshivah of Ahavah V’ahvah. The Jewish 
FRPPXQLW\�RI�&DLUR�DW� WKDW�WLPH�ZDV�PDLQO\�QRQREVHUYDQW��DQG�KDG�OLWWOH�
LQ�WHUPV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUVKLS��+DFKDP�2YDGLD�GHDOW�ZLWK�PDQ\�GLI¿FXOW�
halachic issues, including marriage, divorce and conversion. One hurdle 
KH� FDPH� XS� DJDLQVW� ZDV� WKH� ZLGHVSUHDG� SUDFWLFH� RI� XVLQJ� HOHFWULFLW\� RQ�
KRO\�GD\V��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�XVH�RI�PLFURSKRQHV�LQ�WKH�V\QDJRJXH�RQ�6KDEEDW��
After rigorous research, Hacham Ovadia concluded that there was no 
KDODFKLF�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�XVH�RI�HOHFWULFLW\�RQ�6KDEEDW�DQG�KROLGD\V��DQG�
SXEOLFO\�DQQRXQFHG�KLV�GHFLVLRQ��+H�XOWLPDWHO\�SUHYDLOHG�LQ�FRQYLQFLQJ�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�WR�VWRS�WKH�SUDFWLFH��
+H�DOVR�PDGH�VLJQL¿FDQW� LQURDGV� LQ� WKH�DUHD�RI�NDVKUXW��$VWRQLVKLQJO\��

WKH� ORFDO� EXWFKHUVKRSV� KDG� QR� RYHUVLJKW�� DQG� FUHGLEOH� UXPRUV� VSUHDG� RI�
QRQ�NRVKHU� PHDW� VOLSSLQJ� LQWR� WKH� VWRUHV�� +DFKDP� 2YDGLD� LQLWLDWHG� D�
V\VWHP�RI�VXSHUYLVLRQ��WKXV�H[SRVLQJ�KLPVHOI�WR�WKH�VFRUQ�DQG�UHVHQWPHQW�
of the butchers. But he remained steadfast, and ultimately succeeded in 
HVWDEOLVKLQJ�SURSHU�VWDQGDUGV�RI�NDVKUXW�LQ�WKH�FLW\�

A Sephardic Leader in the Jewish Homeland
8SRQ�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�,VUDHO��+DFKDP�2YDGLD�<RVHI�EHFDPH�D�MXGJH�RQ�WKH�

Jerusalem bet din�� WKH�¿UVW�RI�PDQ\�SUHVWLJLRXV� UDEELQLFDO�SRVWV� WKDW�KH�
ZRXOG�RFFXS\�DQG�XWLOL]H�WR�HQKDQFH�UHOLJLRXV�OLIH�LQ�WKH�-HZLVK�6WDWH�
,Q�������KH�ZDV�QDPHG�&KLHI�5DEEL�RI�7HO�$YLY��ZKHUH�KH�RSHQHG�D�

EUDQFK�RI�3RUDW�<RVHI��+LV�JRDO�ZDV�WR�FUHDWH�D�KRPH�DQG�KXE�IRU�6HSKDUGLF�
students so that those in interested in higher Torah education would not 
KDYH�WR�HQUROO�LQ�$VKNHQD]LF�LQVWLWXWLRQV��$V�KH�GLG�LQ�&DLUR��WKH�KDFKDP�
LQYHVWHG� LPPHQVH�HIIRUWV� WR� LPSURYH� WKH�V\VWHP�RI�NDVKUXW� LQ�7HO�$YLY��
He mandated the use of “halak´�PHDW��DV�UHTXLUHG�E\�5DY�<RVHI�&DUR��WKH�
OHDGLQJ�6HSKDUGLF�DXWKRULW\��
$GGLWLRQLDOO\�� KH� VHW�XS� D�QHWZRUN�RI�NDVKUXW� VXSHUYLVRUV� WR� LPSURYH�

oversight, and saw to it that utensils were immersed in a mivkeh as a 
matter of course.
,Q�������+DFKDP�2YDGLD�ZDV�QDPHG�6HSKDUGLF�&KLHI�5DEEL�RI�WKH�

6WDWH� RI� ,VUDHO�� LQ� WKH� FDSDFLW\� RI� ZKLFK� KH� LVVXHG� RQH� RI� KLV� PRVW�
IDPRXV� DQG� KLVWRULF� KDODFKLF� UXOLQJV�� GHFODULQJ� WKDW� (WKLRSLDQ� -HZV��
who were later airlifted in heroic rescues, are unquestionably Jewish. 
+LV�UXOLQJ�RSHQHG�WKH�GRRUV�IRU�WKH�WHQV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�(WKLRSLDQ�ROLP�
who arrived over the course of the next 20 years, and onward, to marry 
other Jews and fully integrate into Israeli society without conversion. 
2YHU� WKH� FRXUVH� RI� KLV� ���\HDU� WHUP� DV� &KLHI� 5DEEL�� WKH� KDFKDP�

visited Jewish communities around the globe, leaving a tremendous 
LPSUHVVLRQ�ZKHUHYHU�KH�ZHQW��'XULQJ�+DFKDP�2YDGLD¶V�YLVLW�WR�)UDQFH�
LQ�������$]RXOD\�QRWHV�LQ�WKH�ERRN��WKH�3DULVLDQ�SROLFH�DFFRUGHG�KLP�D�
VSHFLDO�JXDUG�RI�KRQRU��PXFK�DV�WKH\�GR�ZKHQ�KHDGV�RI�VWDWH�SD\�YLVLWV��
$V� DQ� H[SUHVVLRQ� RI� JUDWLWXGH�� WKH� UDEEL� FRQIHUUHG� D� VSHFLDO�+HEUHZ�
EOHVVLQJ�IRU�VHYHUDO�PLQXWHV�WR�WKH�SROLFH�RIILFHUV��ZKR�JDWKHUHG�DURXQG�
KLP�� 'HVSLWH� WKH� ODQJXDJH� GLIIHUHQFH�� WKH� RIILFHUV� IHOW� WKH� KDFKDP¶V�

Speaking at the Inauguration 
ceremony in the Rabbi Yochanan 
Ben Zakai Synagogue in the  
Old City of Jerusalem. 

Hacham Ovadia Yosef  
observing an Etrog.

Family portrait of the Ovadia family 
taken in 1924. Hacham Ovadia is 
the boy on the top left.

Hacham Ovadia and Hacham Ben 
Tzion Abba Shaul (far right) being 
escorted from Panama Airport.



sincerity and the gravity of the moment, and some of them were said to 
KDYH�ZHOOHG�XS�
3UHVLGHQW�-DFTXHV�&KLUDF�VDLG�DERXW�WKLV�PHPRUDEOH�RFFDVLRQ��³,�UHFHLYHG�

D�ZRQGHUIXO�OHWWHU�IURP�WKH�)UHQFK�SROLFH�IRUFH��7KH\�ZURWH�WKDW�WKH�-HZLVK�
µSRSH¶�LV�D�YHU\�VSHFLDO�SHUVRQ��7KH\�ZURWH�WKDW�KH�KDV�D�FDULQJ��VHQVLWLYH�
KHDUW��WKDW�KH�WUHDWV�HYHU\�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�JUHDW�KRQRU��DQG�WKDW�KH�WKDQNV�DQ\RQH�
ZKR�KHOSV�KLP�´
6XFK�ZDV�WKH�LPSDFW�WKDW�WKH�KDFKDP�KDG�RQ�-HZV�DQG�JHQWLOHV�DOLNH�

The Posek Hador –  
Leading Halachic Decisor of the Generation
$PRQJ� WKH� GLVWLQFWLYH� TXDOLWLHV� RI� +DFKDP� 2YDGLD¶V� DSSURDFK�

to halachic decision-making – alongside his truly extraordinary, 
HQF\FORSHGLF�NQRZOHGJH�RI�7DOPXGLF�OLWHUDWXUH�±�ZDV�KLV�VHQVLWLYLW\�WR�
WKH�QHHG�WR�PDNH�KDODFKDK�REVHUYDQFH�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�WKH�JHQHUDO�SXEOLF��
+H�IHDUHG�WKDW�XQQHFHVVDULO\�VWULQJHQW�UXOLQJV�ZRXOG�FDXVH�ZLGHVSUHDG�
disillusionment and rejection of the authority of halachah. And thus while 
PDQ\�RI�KLV�FRQWHPSRUDULHV�FKDPSLRQHG�WKH�DSSURDFK�RI�VWULQJHQF\�LQ�
DQ� HIIRUW� WR� VDWLVI\� DOO� GLIIHULQJ� RSLQLRQV�� WKH� KDFKDP� IHOW� WKDW� WR� WKH�
FRQWUDU\��OHQLHQW�SRVLWLRQV�VKRXOG�EH�DFFHSWHG�ZKHQ�DSSURSULDWH�LQ�RUGHU�
WR�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�PDVVHV�WR�HPEUDFH�D�KDODFKLF�OLIHVW\OH��2QH�H[DPSOH��
among many hundreds, is his ruling that although it is best for a man 
not to shave, one may shave as long as the hair roots are not removed. 
$GGLWLRQDOO\�� +DFKDP� 2YDGLD� ZRUNHG� WR� XSKROG� WKH� 6HSKDUGLF�

KDODFKLF�WUDGLWLRQ��ZKLFK�KH�IHDUHG�SHRSOH�ZHUH�DEDQGRQLQJ�LQ�IDYRU�RI�
WKH�$VKNHQD]LF�KDODFKLF�UXOLQJV��ZKLFK�DUH�RIWHQ�DW�RGGV�ZLWK�6HSKDUGLF�
SUDFWLFH�� 7KXV�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� KH� IDPRXVO\� UXOHG� WKDW� DOWKRXJK� DPRQJ�
many Ashkenazic circles it is customary for married women to wear 
ZLJV�� WKLV�ZDV� IRUELGGHQ�DFFRUGLQJ� WR�6HSKDUGLF�SUDFWLFH�� DQG�ZRPHQ�
should cover their hair with hats or scarves, instead.
+DFKDP�2YDGLD�PDGH�LW�D�OLIH�PLVVLRQ�WR�XQLI\�6HSKDUGLF�-HZU\�XQGHU�

WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�5DEEL�<RVHI�.DUR��DXWKRU�RI�WKH����WKH�FHQWXU\�KDODFKLF�
code Shulhan Aruch, who is regarded as the chief halachic authority for 
WKH�/DQG�RI�,VUDHO��+H�XUJHG�SHRSOH�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�UXOLQJV�RI�WKH�Shulhan 
Aruch��DQG�VXFFHHGHG�LQ�KDYLQJ�6HSKDUGLF�\HVKLYRW�XVH�LW�DV�WKH�EDVLV�RI�
their halachic study.

Hacham Ovadia was committed to enhancing religious observance 
among the masses, rather than allowing it to remain the exclusive 
SURYLQFH�RI�WKH�VFKRODUO\�HOLWH��7R�WKDW�HQG��KH�UXOHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�PLW]YDK�
IRU�VLGGXULP� WR�RIIHU� WUDQVODWLRQV�RI� WKH�SUD\HU� WH[W�VR� WKDW�SHRSOH�FDQ�
understand what they are reciting. The need to lovingly reach out to 
nonobservant Jews was another driving force behind his halachic 
DSSURDFK��7KXV��IRU�H[DPSOH��KH�UXOHG�WKDW�V\QDJRJXHV�PD\�FDOO�WR�WKH�
7RUDK� RQ� 6KDEEDW� PHQ� ZKR� ZHUH� QRW� 6KDEEDW� REVHUYDQW� �DV� ORQJ� DV�
seven observant men were called, as well). 
+DFKDP�2YDGLD�ZDV�FDOOHG�XSRQ�WR�DGGUHVV�VFRUHV�RI�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�

arose with the advent of advances in medicine and technology. Among 

KLV�PDQ\�LPSRUWDQW�UXOLQJV�ZDV�KLV������GHFLVLRQ�WKDW�RUJDQ�GRQDWLRQ�LV�D�
mitzvah��DQG�D������UXOLQJ�IRUELGGLQJ�H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ�RQ�DQLPDOV�LQ�WKH� 
cosmetic industry.

The Hacham with World Leaders
+DFKDP� 2YDGLD� <RVHI¶V� UHSXWDWLRQ� DQG� JUDYLWDV� DOORZHG� KLP� WKH�

RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� LQWHUDFW� ZLWK� VRPH� RI� PRGHUQ� KLVWRU\¶V� PRVW� IDPRXV�
heads of state.
:KHQ�PHHWLQJ�.LQJ�&DUORV� RI� 6SDLQ��+DFKDP�2YDGLD� H[SODLQHG� WR�

WKH�NLQJ�ZK\�6HSKDUGLF�-HZU\�JRHV�E\�WKH�ZRUG�³6HSKDUDGLP�´�ZKLFK�
PHDQV� ³6SDQLVK�´�$OWKRXJK�6HSKDUGLF� -HZV�KDLO� IURP�0LGGOH�(DVWHUQ�
DQG�1RUWK�$IULFDQ�FRXQWULHV��WKH\�DUH�NQRZQ�DV�³6HSKDUDGLP´�EHFDXVH�
WKH\�UHFHLYHG�WKHLU�JXLGDQFH�IURP�WKH�5DPEDP��D�6SDQLVK�QDWLYH��
1XPHURXV�,VUDHOL�SROLWLFLDQV�±�LQFOXGLQJ�3ULPH�0LQLVWHUV�±�GHYHORSHG�

FORVH� IULHQGVKLSV�ZLWK� WKH� KDFKDP� WKDW� WUDQVFHQGHG� SROLWLFV�� DQG� WKH\�
KHOG�KLP�LQ�JHQXLQHO\�KLJK�HVWHHP��2QH�VXFK�¿JXUH�ZDV�IRUPHU�3ULPH�
0LQLVWHU� DQG� 3UHVLGHQW� 6KLPRQ� 3HUHV��ZKR� NQHZ�+DFKDP�2YDGLD� IRU�
PDQ\� GHFDGHV�� VWXGLHG� ZLWK� KLP�� DQG� WUHDWHG� KLP� ZLWK� JUHDW� UHVSHFW��
In fact, Azoulay quotes Peres as saying, “I myself felt that a Torah 
VDJH� LV� GHVHUYLQJ� RI� PRUH� KRQRU� WKDQ� D� SUHVLGHQW� VR� ,� GHYLDWHG� IURP�
WKH�JHQHUDOO\�DFFHSWHG�FXVWRP�DQG�ZHQW�WR�YLVLW�KLP�P\VHOI��LQVWHDG�RI�
H[SHFWLQJ�KLP�WR�FRPH�WR�PH�´�

 “An honest, straight man,” was how Hacham Ovadia Yosef described 
)RUPHU� 3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�<LW]KDN� 5DELQ�� ZKR� FRQVXOWHG�ZLWK� WKH� &KLHI�
5DEEL�RQ�D�ELZHHNO\�EDVLV���
7KH�ERRN�DOVR�WHOOV�RI�WKH�PRVW�XQOLNHO\�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZKLFK�WKH�KDFKDP�

had with another world leader. Nearly 30 years ago, Hacham Ovadia met 
ZLWK�WKHQ�(J\SWLDQ�3UHVLGHQW�+RVQL�0XEDUDN�WR�SURWHVW�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
of a highway directly over a Jewish cemetery where Torah sages were 
LQWHUUHG��:LWK�D� VHQVLWLYH�HDU��0XEDUDN�DJUHHG� WR�FKDQJH� WKH�KLJKZD\�
URXWH��UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�GLVJUDFH�WR�WKH�GHSDUWHG�-HZV�EXULHG�LQ�
the graveyard. 

A gifted educator and statesman, Hacham Ovadia Yosef was admired 
E\�SHRSOH�RI�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV��+H�WRXFKHG�WKH�OLYHV�RI�-HZV�RI�DOO�
EDFNJURXQGV��IURP�WRZHULQJ�VFKRODUV�WR�RWKHUZLVH�XQDI¿OLDWHG�-HZV��+H�
VSRNH� WR� ERWK� WKH� REVHUYDQW� DQG� VHFXODU� SRSXODWLRQV�� EULQJLQJ� JUHDWHU�
Torah understanding to the masses. 

For the majority of his 93 years, Hacham Ovadia Yosef successfully 
VWHPPHG� WKH� WLGH� RI� DVVLPLODWLRQ�� DQG� LQVSLUHG� D� KLVWRULF� SURFHVV� RI�
6HSKDUGLF�UHQHZDO��ERWK�LQ�,VUDHO�DQG�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��

“What stuck out for me,” says Azoulay, “are his original thoughts, and 
KH�VWRRG�XS�IRU�ZKDW�ZDV�ULJKW��,�DGPLUH�WKDW��+H�KDG�D�JUHDW�PLQG��DQG�
with that, he could have called it a day. But he didn’t.”
7KRVH� ZKR� SLFN� XS�Maran – The life and Scholarship of Hacham 

Ovadia Yosef� ZLOO� ¿QG� LW� GLI¿FXOW� WR� SXW� GRZQ� ±� DQG� ZLOO� EHJLQ� WR�
understand why Hacham Ovadia Yosef is regarded as one of the greatest 
Torah leaders in Jewish history.
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Hacham Ovadia giving hizuk to 
Israeli soldiers.

The young Rabbi Ovadia Yosef giving a shiur in the Shaul 
Tzadkah Synagogue in Bet Yisrael, Jerusalem neighborhood.

Maran with his father-in-law, Hacham 
Avraham Phatal.

Learning in the hospital.


